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Window Dedication by Leslie Flynn 
 
On Sunday, October 18, 2015 at new memorial stained glass window was dedicated to the memory of Matilda 
Blanche Morton.  The dedication service was attended by several of Mrs. Morton 's grandchildren, as well as 
her son-in-law Mac Smith and daughter-in-law Vera Morton.  The beautiful window was designed and installed 
by Luxfer Studios, who have been responsible for all the existing windows installed since the church was rebuilt 
following a fire that destroyed the original windows.  
 
The following is the text of the talk given by Mrs. Morton's granddaughter Leslie Flynn.  
                                             Matilda Blanche Morton 

Our grandmother, Matilda Blanche Thompson, was born in Madoc in 1889. 
She was a graduate of Peterborough Normal School and taught the first two years of her teaching career in one 
room schools at Queensboro and Madoc. With an Ontario Permanent Teaching Certificate, she followed her 
two exploring brothers to The West Coast and accepted a teaching position in Dawson City, the centre of the 
Gold Rush, where she taught for seven years. 
 
When the First World War began, she returned to Ontario and married our grandfather, the Reverend Stanley 
Morton. Our grandparents lived in the Parishes of Bonarlaw, Lyndhurst, St. Luke’s Kingston and Trinity 
Church Brockville. They had five children, Isobel, Ralph, Marion and the twins Stan and Stella. And together, 
our grandparents established the family cottage at Crowe Lake, Marmora.  
Life as a minister’s wife was a busy one, Matilda was very active in all church activities. She was especially 
interested in the AYPA and liked to direct plays. She was an avid naturalist and a member of the Audubon 
Society. 
 
When our grandfather died prematurely at age 50, our grandmother moved the family from Brockville to her 
new home on Bridge Street East in Belleville and St. Thomas’ became her parish church. 
 
Our grandmother was a practical woman. She bought the house in Belleville because there were enough 
bedrooms to accommodate five children and since she did not drive, it was important to her that she could walk 
to church and to shop. After her children left home, it was back to this house on Bridge Street that she 
welcomed them to family dinners and events with their spouses Mac Smith, Bill Robinson, Barney McNish, 
Shirley MacIntosh and Vera Armstrong. 
 
Our grandmother was independent and self-sufficient. She went to the Canadian North in the early 1900’s as a 
single woman. Each year, she spent the full summer at the cottage at Crowe Lake - a month of which alone with 
the five children without a car, telephone or electricity.  Like so many of her generation, she demonstrated 
resilience managing a household during the Great Depression and during World War 2 when her oldest son 
Ralph went overseas. 
 
Our grandmother was dedicated and kind, and we all loved and respected her greatly!  She dedicated her life to 
her family, her church and to her convictions.  All 21 grandchildren have memories of spending time each 
summer with her and our parents and siblings at Crowe Lake and also remember her delight in greeting us 
whenever we visited her home and emptied the cookie jar.   She faithfully attended St. Thomas’ and was 
dedicated to her work with the Anglican Women’s Auxiliary. 
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Our grandmother was a proud Canadian who visited many parts of the country. She was always interested in 
politics and who governed Canada, and willingly expressed her views and opinions.  You disagreed with her at 
your peril!! 
 
In the latter part of her life, she retired to the Ladies Residence on Highland Avenue, but continued to spend 
summers at the cottage until her death at age 90. 
 
During her years at St. Thomas’ she witnessed four children and two granddaughters married at St. Thomas',  10 
grandchildren's baptisms and confirmations.  Her son-in law Bill Robinson was the rector and Bill, Isobel and 
family occupied the church rectory across the street. 
 
Today we remember and honour Matilda Blanche Morton. 
 

 
 

 

 

Kitchen Renovation Committee Update by Pam Bell  
 
The Kitchen Renovation Committee has formed and has met.   
 
The members of committee are Phil Allison, Brad Beale, Paul Callaghan, Mel Plewes, Heather Rutledge, Sheila 
Stanley, and Pam Bell (chairperson) . 
 
The mandate of this task force is to bring recommendations/report to the parish on options that are open to the 
parish with regards to moving forward on kitchen improvements.  A report of the committees’ progress will be 
bought to the next vestry meeting in February of 2016. 
 
At this time we are looking at what the parish might require in a kitchen now and in the future for parish needs 
and community programs.  
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Ministry and support for fulfilling it  
By Dorothy Davies-Flindall 
 
Are you called to a particular ministry?  Do you 
have a passion for service in a particular direction?   
What does ministry mean to you as you ponder 
these questions? 
 
Have you wanted to participate in a workshop or 
study program to help you with your spiritual 
growth or your capacity for spiritual leadership?  Or 
is your passion to be able to initiate and develop a 
project which could respond to the needs of people 
in our local community?...This might, for example 
be something like helping people to be able to feed 
themselves, or maybe learning to sew in order to  
better clothe themselves and/or their children. 
 
St. Thomas’ and St Paul’s has a Ministry Fund to 
help you, or anyone in the area to carry out that 
passion for ministry.   There is an application form 
which must be filled out and submitted.  This 
application will be reviewed by Parish Council and 
the decision made regarding granting the request 
and the amount to be granted.   Currently the fund 
has a built- up amount available since there have 
been few   submissions.  So do consider whether  
now is the time to give serious consideration to 
fulfilling your own urge to ministry. 
 
Regular income for the fund comes from fifty 
percent of the memorial fund general donations and 
interest on a ministry endowment fund and any 
direct donations. This continues to be around 
$2,000 annually. 
 
So if you need support to carry out your ministry, 
do remember this fund is available to offer some 
support. Ask a Parish Council member or at the 
office. 
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How God Spoke to Me 
By Myla Lynch  
 
When Judas Iscariot condemned Mary for wasting 
expensive perfume by anointing Jesus’ feet, Jesus 
reprimanded him by saying, “Let her observe it now 
against the day of my burial. The poor you have 
always with you, but me you have not always.” 
 
A kindness done must be done NOW for soon the 
chance would be gone for ever. I couldn’t get this 
thought out of my head. Then Shelley’s name came 
to my mind. Her health was failing and I hadn’t 
been to visit her. I soon found out that she was in 
hospice in Warkworth. I must go and see her as 
soon as possible while she was still here and tell her 
how much God loved her. Two days later I was able 
to do just that. 
 
What shall I bring her to show God’s love? Red 
roses are a sign of love. So I bought three red roses, 
one each from God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. I was so glad that I listened to the promptings 
from God. When I went to deliver the gift she could 
no longer speak or barely eat, but her mom, who 
was always at her side, read the message to her.  
 
Five days later Jesus welcomed her to heaven. I was 
so glad that I listened to God’s voice in the scripture 
reading that day. I don’t hear an actual human voice 
but as I meditate on the words his thoughts often 
communicate his will. This time there seemed to be 
an urgency of NOW. How many times have I 
missed God’s message when I failed to spend time 
with him? 

 

Sharing a few words from Susan 
Richardson 
 
In her reflections on the 2002 Liturgical Musicians 
Course, Susan talked about one of the blessings of 
being a church musician, and how singing 
traditional hymns link us to all that have preceded 
us.  
 
"It struck me on Tuesday evening during the hymn 
festival that it is remarkable that we who live in this 
the 20th century can share melodies common to 
every century.  We were bonded to those living 
souls by the very notes themselves. A continuity that 
levels us all through the ages. Imagine, that very 
evening, our voices and hearts retraced the very 
same notes as those such as Francis of Assisi, 
Charles Wesley, and J.S. Bach and Martin Luther.  
For those brief moments we were all linked by a 
common musical bond - the old with the new, the 
privileged with the less fortunate, the sinner with 
the saint.  Through the music we were part of the 
ever flowing river of time made up by the individual 
droplets of our souls."  
 
(Submitted by Mathieu and Francine) 
 

Saint Thomas' Choral Academy 
starts in January 
"Since love grows within you, so beauty grows. For 
love is the beauty of the soul."  
Saint Augustine of Hippo 
 
Saint Thomas' Anglican Church's is creating a 
choral academy, offering to all children and adults 
who wish to sing the opportunity to be part of the 
choral programme.  
 
As of January 11th, 2016, the Junior Choir of Saint 
Thomas' Anglican Church will offer daily 
rehearsals. Saint Thomas' Junior Choir is shaped 
after the model of English Cathedral choirs. Junior 
Choristers are exposed to a large repertoire of great 
choral music, and learn to sight-sing (read the music 
they are singing) as well as vocal technique. 
Following the tradition, choristers receive their 
musical education free of charge, and sing for 
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services as required. Each chorister progresses at 
their own pace through the five levels of the choir.  
 
Offering daily rehearsals allows for flexibility 
around busy schedules, and for children to work in 
small groups. Children can join any of the weekly 
rehearsals, and catch-up for missed rehearsals. It 
also gives to interested and motivated choristers the 
opportunity to come as often as they can and 
advance more quickly.  
 
Junior Choir Rehearsals will take place from 
Monday to Thursday from 4:30 PM to 6 PM. 
Tuesday rehearsals are reserved for boys only. 
Friday rehearsals, for girls only, are from 6 PM 
to 7:30 PM. All other rehearsal groups are mixed. 
Sunday rehearsals take place after the service, from 
12:15 PM to 1 PM. There are very few places left, 
so priority will be given to members of Saint 
Thomas' Church.  
 
The Junior Choir welcomes choristers from 8 to 15 
years old inclusively. Younger choristers will be 
encouraged to join the Cherub Choir, and the Senior 
Choir welcomes choristers of 15 years old and up. 
 
Although there is no musical ability pre-requisite to 
join the choral academy, the directors of music must 
meet all prospective choristers. For an appointment, 
or for more information, please contact:  
 
  
Francine & Matthieu LATREILLE 
Directors of music 
Telephone: 613.962.3636 
E-mail: domusic@stthomasbelleville.ca 
 
 

 Seeking Refuge 
By Phil Allison  

 
You are exhausted! You and your remaining family 
have been travelling for hours, or days, or even 
weeks, to reach this destination. Your friends, other 
family members and most of your possessions have 
been left behind, forever! 

The door has opened. You gather your family 
around you and gradually work your way to the exit 
ramp, the waiting area, and finally immigration. The 
first things that you notice are the people. They all 
look different. Their skin, eyes and hair are all 
unfamiliar. The air, its movement, smell or lack of it 
is different. People all around you are speaking in a 
language you do not understand. Many seem to 
speak at the same time and you have no idea 
whether they are speaking to you or not. There are 
many signs and posters but they do not tell you 
where to find the washrooms, when you are going 
to eat or who is going to help you. 

Hopefully, somebody will have already prepared 
you and your travelling companions for this 
moment. Nevertheless, you are tired, tense and 
nervous, excited but apprehensive.  You have been 
disappointed or even lied to many times before. 
You have never been in this situation before. You 
are seeking shelter amongst a people that many 
believe is at war with your homeland. 

All you have to hang on to is your hope, trust and 
perhaps your faith. You are not just stepping into a 
new environment as a visitor. “Going home is not 
an option!” 

This move is and will be, with help, lots and lots of 
help, your new home. From here on in, for the next 
several months at least, you are going to have to 
depend solely on the support of those at hand to find 
a place where you and your family, together, can 
learn to sleep in warmth and safety, find new 
clothing for this unfamiliar climate, find and cook 
the food that brings you comfort and learn a new 
language to communicate with one another as well 
as becoming familiar with the social customs and 
culture of this new land. You will need the 
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opportunity to relax, spend time together, pursue 
personal dreams and goals, explore and meet new 
people. It may be some time before you are allowed 
or trusted by others to put into practice some special 
gifts or skills that you have brought with you. 
Meanwhile, you know that you must find a way to 
earn an income so that you can feed and clothe, and 
provide shelter for your loved ones. You will need 
to find out what you need to learn, or do, in order to 
get these jobs. You will need a mentor, a friend, to 
help you. 

What happens if you get sick, or injured, lost, 
confused or scared, teased, harassed or threatened? 
The faith community that you have been brought up 
in may not be as accessible in this your new home. 
These people that say they want to help you have 
different Gods and may base their beliefs on 
different sources than you do. Are these people 
really sincere when they say they care? Is it possible 
for them to accept you and your family who you 
really are? As much as you are seeking refuge, you 
did not become a new person when you left your 
homeland. 

Trust is a two way street! 

 
 
 

  "Compassion, a word full of guts, vitality, 
righteous anger and an insatiable desire to see 
justice done.  It has nothing to do with pity, or with 
mercy, the insipid words often used to translate this 
fiery term...The original Greek means 'an intense 
visceral empathy with the suffering of the other.' ... 
Compassion drives one into passionate action to 
rectify the cause of that suffering." 
 

                                                                                                

                                             Diarmuid Murchu 

Summer Institute of Church Music 
by Elizabeth Mitchell 
 
The 46th session of the Summer Institute of Church 
Music took place July 5-10, 2015, at Trafalgar 
Castle School, Whitby.   “Where streams of living 
waters flow: musicians' care of self, care of others,” 
was the theme and the focus of workshops, 
clinicians' presentations, choir anthems, and chapel 
services. 
 
We were pleased to have with us Lee Willingham, 
from Wilfrid Laurier University, returning for his 
second year as choral clinician and conductor of the 
SICM choir, and we welcomed Michelle Martin-
Atwood, from the Crane School of Music, New 
York, as organ clinician and recitalist. 
 
Morning worship in the form of Taizé services 
provided a quiet, contemplative start to each day.  
Organized by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Betty Lynn 
Schwab, worship included the spiritual practice of 
“lectio divina”, in which a short passage of scripture 
was read slowly three times, each time followed by 
a period of silence for meditation on what the 
passage says to us.   
 
Lee Willingham's sessions on choral leadership, 
focusing on communicating through text and music, 
were helpful for singers as well as choir directors.   
In keeping with the theme of the week, he spoke 
about the need for having a balance between 
contemplation and activism in our lives; how music 
can be a vehicle for the church's mission of healing, 
wholeness, and social justice; and how the church 
choir can be a place for healing and nurturing, not 
just for making music.   
 
As director of the SICM choir, Lee led evening 
choir rehearsals from Sunday through Wednesday.  
With only four practices to learn twelve anthems, 
rehearsals were quite intensive, but with his good 
humour, Lee kept us working hard so we were able 
to accomplish a lot.  Anthems included two 
selections in German from Brahms' Ein Deutsches 
Requiem, one in Hungarian by Zoltan Kodaly, and a 
choral improvisation on “O Taste and See” 
(Tallis/arr, Vaughan Williams).  The most 
challenging was Rollo Dillworth's “Duond Akuru” 
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(“Voice of the Dove”).  Lee's words of wisdom for 
choristers included: “I want to see your fish mouth 
– not rabbit teeth,” and “Look up as often as 
possible – at least once every beat.”  Conductors 
know the joke, “How many conductors does it take 
to change a lightbulb?  Nobody knows, because 
nobody's watching.” 
 
Michelle Martin-Atwood's organ sessions included 
practical advice on hymn playing, helpful hints on 
practice techniques, and a “primer” of accessible 
historical organ music for service playing from the 
earliest organ music to J.S. Bach, mostly manuals 
only, and in the public domain.  She introduced us 
to a great source of public domain music – 
International Music Score Library Project  
(http://imslp.org/ ) – and gave us each a folder of 
complete pieces she had copied from public domain 
sources, ready for us to take home and use as 
service music. 
 
The organ sessions also included the “Great SICM 
Hymn Challenge”, a master class in hymn playing.  
This was an opportunity to accompany a 
congregation (our fellow SICM participants) in a 
hymn of our choosing, and receive critical advice 
and encouragement from experts.   
 
The culmination of the week's activities was the 
Gala Choir and Organ Concert on Thursday 
evening.  Michelle presented a recital of varied 
organ music ranging from Bach's Toccata in F, to 
“Mad Rush”, Phillip Glass.  The concert ended with 
Louis Vierne's spectacular Finale from Symphonie 
#1.  Organ music was interspersed with four sets of 
anthems by the SICM choir, reflecting the theme of 
the week, with words of Living in Hope, Solace in 
Scripture, Strength in God, and Comfort in Peace. 
 
During the concert, an Honourary Fellowship was 
conferred on Winnifred Sim, organist and long-time 
music director of CBC's “Hymn Sing”.  This 
Honourary Fellowship is awarded every second 
year to someone who has made a significant 
contribution to church music in Canada over the 
course of his or her career.  As part of the award, a 
composer is selected to write an anthem in the 
recipient's honour.  Following the presentation, the 
choir performed the world premiere of  the anthem 

commissioned for the occasion, “Be Thou My 
Vision”, by Jeff Enns. 
 
The purpose of the Summer Institute of Church 
Music is to aid church musicians in their efforts to 
enrich and improve the musical offering within 
church worship.  Participants can be anyone 
involved in church music – organists, pianists, choir 
directors, choristers, clergy.   It doesn't matter if you 
come from a large or a small church, or whether 
you are at a beginner or advanced level of 
musicianship.  Everyone is welcome to come 
together in fellowship for a week of worshipping, 
learning, sharing, and discussing, in the SICM 
community. 
 
Check the website www.sicm.ca  for more 
information and plans for the 47th session, which 
will be held Sunday July 3 to Friday July 8, 2016.  
A feature will be the Silver Anniversary (25th) of 
the Biennial Osborne Organ Competition, final 
round, on July 5.  This is a competition for 
“exceptional young Canadians intending to pursue 
studies and a career in church music”.  (Our own 
Matthieu Latreille and Francine Nguyen-Savaria 
came 1st and 2nd in 2012.) 
 

From the Envelope Secretary 
 
Anyone currently using weekly or monthly offering 
envelopes and would like to switch to pre-
authorized giving (PAG) in 2016, sign up forms are 
available in the church office.  
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 Fair Trade Coffee 
By Win Perryman  
 
Since January, sales of fair trade coffee have raised 
$180 for PWRDF. As well this has helped small 
coffee farmers get a reasonable price for their 
coffee, not to mention, for our customers, the 
pleasure of drinking really good coffee. If you 
haven't yet tried it, please patronize our stall on a 
Sunday morning. We carry Indonesian dark roast, 
Costa Rican medium and Ethiopean mild. Whatever 
your taste, we have it. Beans too, and if you want a 
special grind, let us know. The price is $10/lb., of 
which $2.15 goes to PWRDF.  
In addition, there is an assortment of PWRDF cards 
available for purchase.  
 
 

 
 
 

Quinte Grannies Update 
By Win Perryman 
 
Quinte Grannies for Africa have just celebrated 
their ninth birthday.  During that time they have 
raised over a quarter a million dollars to help 
African grandmothers raise their grandchildren who 
have been orphaned by AIDS. St. Thomas' 
community has given us solid support from the 
beginning and we thank you. 

 

 
 

Funny Christmas Story  
By Leona Gosson 
 
 It was the day after Christmas at a church in San 
Francisco. The pastor of the church was looking 
over the lawn when he noticed that the baby Jesus 
was missing from among the figures. He hurried 
outside and saw a little boy with a red wagon and in 
the wagon was the figure of the little infant Jesus. 
So he walked up to the boy and said, "Well, where 
did you get your passenger, my fine friend?" 
 The little boy replied, "I got Him at church." 
"And why did you take Him?" The boy explained, 
"Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to 
the little Lord Jesus and I told Him if He would 
bring me a red wagon for Christmas I would give  
Him a ride around the block in it." 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, EVERYONE! 
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Christmas Story  
By Canon John 
Thompson  
 
On Christmas Eve, the madman 
came to our door. The hesitant 
knock at the door was 
unnerving. In Uganda, in those 
troubled Amin days, you didn’t 
move about after dark. The 
night was hot in the tropics. The 
flying ants had been whirring 
and bumping into the windows. 
 
Going to the curtained window, 
I switched on the porch light. 
As I edged the curtain open, 
there stood two men, dressed so 
differently. The one my eyes 
were drawn to was the one with 
the burlap wrapping around his 
waist. On occasion, I had 
greeted him as he lurched along 
the path. The village madman. 
His mind seemed to infect the 
way he walked. I had never got 
an answer, just a wild, glancing 
flash of recognition. 
 
Beside him was a younger man 
who was pointing to a large tin 
container at their feet. Bees 
were stirring in it, and were 
beginning to be attracted to the 
porch light. There seemed to be 
no other persons in the darkness 

beyond the spill of the light, so 
warily I unlocked the door. The 
younger one greeted me in 
English. I spoke no Luganda 
and my Swahili was not 
understood in the village. He 
said, “He wants to give you a 
present.” I was stunned. I hardly 
knew the one in rags. And I was 
the one with wealth. It was I 
who gave away used tins, 
plastic bags and glass jars.  
 
“This is for you”, he said again. 
My eyes moved down to the 
swarm, now moving upwards 
out of the tin and buzzing 
around our heads. Surely this 
was meant as the opening of a 
round of bartering, as few 
things were available in the 
shops.  
 
It was known that the madman 
plundered the hives of wild bees 
in the trees. Without smoke, 
without any other covering, 
only he seemed able to 
withstand their angry stinging. 
He would bring down their 
honey at night, his body 
slathered with it.  
 
I said to the younger man, 
“How much does he want for 
it?” It certainly had much value. 
Sugar had long ago disappeared 

from the stores. I was willing to 
bargain.  
 
The madman thrust his hand 
into the swirling mess. He came 
up with a piece of honeycomb, 
bees clinging to it and to his 
entire arm. He chewed down on 
it, bees and all. He smiled and 
held out the piece to me.  
 
The younger man said, “He 
wants you to take it as a gift.” 
But I was the rich expatriate. 
How could I be receiving a gift 
from such a poor man? Surely I 
could at least give him a few 
shillings.  
 
At times like this, reason gives 
way to something deeper.  
 
I looked at the madman, with 
his outstretched hand. I took the 
honeycomb. I bit hard into it. 
My teeth crunched through 
wax, honey and bees. It was all 
glued to my hand and my face, 
just as on his. There was more 
than that on mine, though, for I 
could taste my tears.  
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ST. THOMAS’ PARISH DIRECTORY 2015 

CLERGY 

The Rector is The Rev. Brad Beale  
Our Music Directors are Francine Nguyen-Savaria 
And Matthieu Latreille          

The Honorary Assistants  to the Rector are 
The Rev. Barry Brown 
The Rev. John Flindall 
The Rev. John Uttley 

 
OUR PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2015 

 

Wardens:  Steve Hall and John Gelinas  

Our Treasurer: Ev Hennessy 

Auditor is Richard Mansfield 

Paul Callaghan is in charge of Property 

Management 

Envelope Secretary: Joanne Alyea Communications are led by Phil Allison 

The Cornerstone Editor: John Mark Robertson  

With Final Review, Print and Distribution by John de Salis 

Coordinator of Family, Children and Youth Ministry: 
Laura Zufelt   

 

 
Parish Council Members are:   
Doug Calwell       
Bonnie Dobson           
Sheila Moore              
Dorothy Davies- Flindall 
Joan Reed     
Linda Seaver 
Annette Snow     
Paul Callaghan 
Jack Lander 
Pam Bell 
Phil Allison 
 

Synod Delegates:  Elizabeth Grew,  Sandra Mouland,   Ev Hennessy,    Sheila Moore  

Members at Large All members of the congregation 

are ministers. Vestry Clerk: Sandra Kennerley 

                   

Parish Administrative Assistant is Sandra Kennerley 

ADMINISTRATION: Schedules for groups, publicity, community involvement, events, etc. 

Office Telephone: (613)-962-3636     Fax: (613)-962-5269 

 


